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Press  

 Paris, May 18, 2017 

 

Siemens Opera Contest chooses first winner 
in France 
 
 Mikhail Timoshenko (24) wins the Siemens Opera Contest France 

 Siemens has been a long-standing partner of the Opéra National de Paris  

 Siemens Arts Program supports outstanding young talents 

 

Siemens has chosen the first winner of the Siemens Opera Contest France at the 

Palais Garnier in Paris. Mikhail Timoshenko, a 24-year-old baritone, impressed the 

expert jury consisting of Jean-Yves Kaced, Development Director of the Paris 

Opera, Matthias Schulz, Director of the Staatsoper Berlin, Dr. Clemens Trautmann, 

CEO of Deutsche Grammophon and Prof. Stephan Frucht, Artistic Director of the 

Siemens Arts Program.  

 

In the final, Timoshenko beat off competition from 11 other contestants. Dr. Gerhard 

Cromme, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Siemens AG, officially presented 

the award at yesterday’s gala at the Paris Opera. Klaus Helmrich, member of the 

Managing Board of Siemens AG will also be in attendance along with Christophe de 

Maistre, CEO of Siemens France. 

  

The Siemens Opera Contest is a professional singing competition for the best young 

singers. In 2018, the contest will return to the original venue in Istanbul/Turkey to 

celebrate its 20th anniversary. The contest is one element in the company's 

sustained commitment to promoting culture and became part of the Siemens Arts 

Programs in 2016, making it one of Siemens' globally significant cultural projects.   

2017 saw the contest taking place in France for the first time.   

 

Having been a partner of the Paris opera houses for many years now, Siemens has 

set itself the goal of giving sustained support to the intellectual, social and economic 
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development of our society.  

 

As Christophe de Maistre, CEO of Siemens France, put it: "Besides science and 

research, Siemens also supports creative talents from the world of the arts. 

Creativity from all sections of society forms the basis for future-oriented activities.”  

 

Stephan Frucht, Artistic Director of the Siemens Arts Program, on the prizewinner: 

"In spite of his youth, Mikhail Timoshenko impressed us with his mature artistic 

personality and his sensitive interaction with the ensemble." 

 

Siemens displays wide-ranging social commitment ("Business to Society") all 

around the world and cultivates a distinctive corporate culture ("ownership culture").  

The Siemens Arts Program focuses on music, visual arts and cultural education. It 

sees itself as a creative platform for the company's arts and culture projects.  

 

This press release and further material are available at 

www.siemens.com/press/PR2017050301COEN 

 

Contact for journalists 

Yashar N. Azad  

Phone: +49 89 636-37970; E-mail: yashar.azad@siemens.com 

 

Contact for the Siemens Arts Program:  

Andrea Goetze Clarén 

Phone: +49 30 386 20343; E-mail: andrea.goetze_claren@siemens.com  

 

Follow us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/siemens_press 

 

Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology powerhouse that has stood for engineering excellence, 

innovation, quality, reliability and internationality for more than 165 years. The company is active in more than 

200 countries, focusing on the areas of electrification, automation and digitalization. One of the world’s largest 

producers of energy-efficient, resource-saving technologies, Siemens is a leading supplier of efficient power 

generation and power transmission solutions and a pioneer in infrastructure solutions as well as automation, drive 

and software solutions for industry. The company is also a leading provider of medical imaging equipment – such as 

computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging systems – and a leader in laboratory diagnostics as well as 

clinical IT. In fiscal 2016, which ended on September 30, 2016, Siemens generated revenue of €79.6 billion and net 

income of €5.6 billion. At the end of September 2016, the company had around 351,000 employees worldwide. 

Further information is available on the Internet at www.siemens.com. 
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