
AGE 16

THE FUTURE

Throughout high school I was greatly 
supported in my quest to discover 
what engineering had to offer. I was 
chosen to be part of an enterprise 
engineering challenge ‘The Make
It Challenge’, which a team from my 
high school took part in and won not 
only our heat but the final.

When I was in Year 10 we were given 
the opportunity to do a two week work 
placement. I was lucky enough to do 
a this in a small engineering firm in 
Cheshire, where I developed a love for
CAD and seeing what can be developed 
on a computer, negating the need for 
paper drafting.

Later on that year I was given the opportunity 
to do a placement at Jaguar Land Rover 
aimed at getting women into engineering
I spent the day repairing one of the robots 
used to build the cars. 

I am currently a second year 
higher DF PD apprentice, In my 
role we undergo a number of 
placements throughout the 
departments within DF PD and 
direct what the future will hold. 
Last November (2017) I was 
awarded runner up in the North 
West for the EEF first year higher 
apprentice of the year award.

As of yet I am undecided as to what the 
future will hold, I currently think I want 
to go into projects as this will allow me 
to have a hand in both the CAD and the 
more practical aspect of the business. 
However I am still only at the beginning 
of my career so I am unsure as to what 
the future will hold after completing 
my placements.

I was sure that I wanted to be an engineer 
so when the time came to 
choose my A-Level options I decided to 
take Maths, Computing, Physics and 
Chemistry. 

All was going well until I started to really 
struggle when undertaking assessments 
within my Physics lessons and I began 
to fail. This was when I was told I wasn’t 
going to be an engineer as I would be 
unable to get the grades.

At this time someone came into my 
college to talk about the finance and 
commercial academy at Siemens. I 
mentioned this to my dad and he said 

So then I looked at roles with Siemens, 
which lead to my current job. I was 
lucky that Siemens look for an 
individual that shows passion and a 
willingness to learn, meaning my less 
than perfect physics score didn’t hold 
me back.
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CURRENT

At age seven, my brother left home 
to study aeronautical engineering at 
university. This ignited my passion 
for engineering as, when he was 
home, he would show me drawings 
explaining why a change of a few 
millimetres in the angling of the wing 
meant that the plane wouldn’t fly. 
I wasn’t interested in engineering 
planes so I needed to find what I 
was passionate about.

AGE 7

The beginning of college was a little bit of a 
bumpy patch in my road. I’d selected options 
I thought would get me into the places 
I wanted: Maths, Physics, History and 
English. Over the course of the first year my 
confidence in Maths dwindled until I dropped 
it. Luckily the remaining three subjects were 
things I loved; I have a wild imagination in 
English and an adoration of History that 
knows no bounds. 

College ended on a high: I’d gone to London, 
seen the Freud museum and met Philip 
Zimbardo - the man behind the Stanford 
Prison Experiments. 

I’m a year and a bit into my Customer 
Care apprenticeship with Siemens and to 
date I’ve seen most parts of the business 
- no area is safe from my nosy self. I’m 
seeing our innovations in everyday life, 
even when I’m not in work. I finally have 
the answers to the questions my seven 
year old self was both fascinated and 
dumbfounded by. I’m gaining the 
knowledge and tools to answer my 
own questions in the future. 

CURRENT

FUTURE

Joining the Air Cadets tapped into my 
old love of anything with wings or blades 
and fuelled my desire to know more. 
There was a wealth of knowledge around 
me and people willing to share what they 
knew. I went gliding twice and was lucky 
enough to be given all of the information 
I needed behind the science of flight and 
how the little gliders we put all of our 
faith into worked. 

I realised towards the end of my college 
career that academic learning just wasn’t 
going to cut it for me. I wanted to meet 
people that were doing incredible things 
on a day to day basis. I took matters into 
my own hands and applied for places that 
I thought would be a challenge. I never 
thought a big company like Siemens 
would give me a chance. It was a surprise 
to me when the interviews rolled around 
- they didn’t quiz me purely on my college 
results... they wanted to know who I was 
as a person and how much I was willing 
to learn and develop in the workplace. 
They wanted to know what they could do 
for me. I was ecstatic! 

Admittedly I’m not set on where I 
want to be in the future. No matter 
my role, I want to be engaged by 
what I’m doing and doing something 
different frequently. I want to travel 
and see places and people that can 
only inspire me further. I’m excited 
for my future at Siemens, no matter 
what it brings. 
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Age seven was the time I truly 
developed a nosy nature with science. 
At that age it was the experiments 
that took place in the classroom that 
caught my attention, big bottle 
rockets and methane bubbles 
amongst a colourful array of others
we tried ourselves. I gained a curiosity 
for old planes and pretty cars - I 
wanted to know how they worked. 
Having a couple of engineers 
already in the family certainly 
helped in answering my questions. 

AGE 7

I started secondary school, I was keen to join 
after-school clubs like Shell-Eco team and bike 
club. Through these I got more engineering 
experience, which I really enjoyed! The teachers 
that ran the clubs were always really supportive 
of me being the only female present.      

By now I was into the third year of 
my apprenticeship and felt like I was 
becoming part of the team. I was trained 
on two of our systems and started to 
take the smaller jobs from the more 
experienced engineers. During this year 
I was awarded Siemens Rising Star of 
the Year 2017. This meant everything to 
me; it showed I’m doing something right 
with my work and that others can see 
this and appreciate it.

I had many great experiences while at the 
UTC, I competed within the World Skills show 
for PLC programming and I was also awarded 
with a Gold Duke of York Award. During 
year 13 I applied to University but I wasn't 
sure this was the right move for me. 
I spoke with my Maths teacher and she 
said that

I applied to lots of apprenticeships and 
was offered positions at many of them, 
but I chose to take the offer from Siemens 
Healthineers.

AGE 20

After I finished school I chose to study 
my A-Levels at the Black Country 
UTC, since this type of school offered 
engineering as an A-Level. I studied 
Maths and Engineering and I 
enjoyed every moment. All of my
 teachers were ex-engineers and 
offered advice about going into the 
industry. I always knew that I preferred 
to work with my hands, but during 
this course, which was fully academic, 
I realised I was still good at this 
theoretical side of engineering too.

I joined Siemens when I was 18. I 
attended college for a year to learn the 
practical skills which were needed for 
my job and also to learn the theory 
behind electrical and electronic 
engineering. During college breaks 
I went to work and started to get a 
feel for my daily job. Every day was 
something different, from the sites, 
the systems and the problems we 
were facing.
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Even from the age of 7 I was interested 
in engineering. Growing up, I spent a 
lot of time with my grandad who used 
to work for Finning Caterpillar. I was 
always helping around the house and 
working with him in the shed. I also 
spent a lot of time with my uncle 
who used to fix cars in his spare 
time. This is what I mainly wanted
to do, become a car mechanic!

AGE 7

the best move might be to 
complete an apprenticeship 
since I would gain the 
academic knowledge, 
but also the practical 
experience which I 
would miss if I chose 
to go to university.

Siemens are a big 
engineering firm and that 
they control most of the 
train signals in the country. 
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High school opened up a world of possibilities. 
I had enthusiastic teachers and people willing 
to push me forward and help me get to the 
places I wanted to be. I wanted to be a pilot or 
a palaeontologist or a politician or....at this 
point I didn’t really know. I began delving into 
the ‘steampunk’ subculture - I began learning 
about Manchester and the rise of Cottonopolis, 
of  the growth of my home city as a giant 
of manufacturing.


