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More innovative than ever: Invention reports per R&D employee double since 2001
Siemens honors twelve inventors – R&D investments to increase by €500 million
In fiscal 2011, Siemens generated 8,600 inventions, nearly 40 per working day – a ten
percent increase year-over-year. The number of invention reports per Siemens R&D
employee (current R&D workforce: 27,800) has doubled in the last ten years. Initial patent
applications filed by the company rose to 4,300, nearly 20 per working day – a 15 percent
increase over the previous year. In Europe, Siemens was Number 1 in patent applications
for the first time. Twelve extremely successful researchers and developers, who were
honored in Munich on November 22 with the company’s Inventor of the Year Award, made
key contributions to this achievement. Altogether, these researchers generated 730
invention reports and 636 individual patents. “Every day, they’ve demonstrated pioneering
spirit, entrepreneurial thinking and international teamwork – exactly the factors we’ll need
to continue succeeding on the world markets of tomorrow,” said Siemens President and
CEO Peter Löscher at the awards ceremony. Löscher also announced that Siemens’ R&D
investments in fiscal 2012 would exceed the previous year’s level (€3.9 billion) by about
€500 million.
With 2,135 patent applications, Siemens ranked Number 1 in the European Patent Office’s current
patent statistics (calendar year 2010) for the first time in its history, outpacing Philips, BASF and
Samsung. “In Germany and Europe combined, we increased our initial patent applications by
18 percent year-over-year,” said Klaus Helmrich, member of Siemens’ Managing Board and Chief
Technology Officer of Siemens AG. “Siemens’ R&D employees are also more innovative than ever
at the global level. On average, they’re now reporting twice as many inventions per R&D employee
as in 2001.”
The twelve Inventors of the Year for 2011 hail from Germany (Berlin, Erlangen, Munich and
Nuremberg), Denmark, Switzerland and the U.S. Because of their patents, a host of innovative
products are now making industry more energy-efficient and environmentally friendly. For example,
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some of the new products are making the conversion of seawater into drinking water much more
energy-efficient, others are increasing the lifetimes of wind turbines, and still others are enhancing
the effectiveness of motors and power plants. Thanks to innovative software architecture, new
products are also reducing resource consumption in industrial production by facilitating the design
of complex automation systems. And in the healthcare area, an innovation created by one of the
award winners is making it easier to diagnose strokes: the new technology can improve the quality
of MRI images in such a way that physicians can detect the extent of brain damage and identify
brain tissue that can be saved.
“With every idea, every invention and every patent, our researchers and developers are laying
another cornerstone for our continued growth,” said Peter Löscher. “Pioneering spirit is our
lifeblood – we need people like these who want to make a difference, who are committed and
creative, who break new ground and who search for and find answers to the toughest questions of
our time.”
Siemens has been presenting the Inventor of the Year Award to the outstanding researchers and
developers who make major contributions to its success every year since 1995.
Detailed portraits of the inventors and their inventions as well as press pictures are available at
www.siemens.com/press/inventors2011.

The figures for invention reports and patent applications are based on innovations at the company’s continuing
operations – that is, they exclude new developments at OSRAM and Siemens IT Solutions and Services.
The products/features (here mentioned) are not commercially available in all countries. Due to regulatory reasons their
future availability cannot be guaranteed. Please contact your local Siemens organization for further details.
Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global powerhouse in electronics and electrical engineering, operating in the fields
of industry, energy and healthcare as well as providing infrastructure solutions, primarily for cities and metropolitan
areas. For over 160 years, Siemens has stood for technological excellence, innovation, quality, reliability and
internationality. The company is the world's largest provider of environmental technologies. Around 40 percent of its total
revenue stems from green products and solutions. In fiscal 2011, which ended on September 30, 2011, revenue from
continuing operations totaled €73.5 billion and net income from continuing operations €7.0 billion. At the end of
September 2011, Siemens had around 360,000 employees worldwide on the basis of continuing operations. Further
information is available on the Internet at: www.siemens.com.

2/2
Siemens AG
Corporate Communications and Government Affairs
Wittelsbacherplatz 2, 80333 Munich
Germany
Reference number AXX201111.06 e

Media Relations: Klaudia Kunze
Telephone: (+49 89) 636-33446
E-mail: klaudia.kunze@siemens.com
Siemens AG
Wittelsbacherplatz 2, 80333 Munich

