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Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce Signs 
International Collaboration Agreement with 
Germany  

Stronger collaboration on Industry 4.0  
 

At the world’s largest industrial fair held two weeks ago, Hannover Messe 2017, 

Australian and German Industry groups forged closer ties to advance and 

modernise both countries’ manufacturing sectors. 

 

The Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce in Australia, established and Chaired by 

Siemens Australia and New Zealand CEO Jeff Connolly, and Plattform Industrie 4.0 

group from Germany signed a cooperation agreement which will see closer 

collaboration between the two countries in developing modern manufacturing 

sectors. 

 

The partnership will create opportunities to advance and modernise both countries 

manufacturing capacity. It will enable the digitisation and linking of manufacturing 

processes along global value chains and create opportunities to generate economic 

prosperity. 

 

The German Minister for Economic Affairs and Energy, Ms Brigitte Zypries, and 

Australian Ambassador to Germany, Lynette Wood and Australia’s Chief Scientist, 

Dr Alan Finkel supported and helped celebrate the signing event at Hannover 

Messe.  

 

Australian Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science, Arthur Sinodinos welcomed 

the commitment by Australian and German industry groups to work together to 
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prepare our economies for the Industry 4.0 transition. This came just prior to the 

budget announcement of a $100-million fund for manufacturers to diversify and 

expand their businesses. As part of the funding, Mr Sinodinos said $47.5 million 

would go towards an advanced manufacturing growth fund, $10 million going 

towards innovation labs in Victoria and South Australia and $5 million to go towards 

maintaining engineering expertise by investing in student research. 

 

Minister Sinodinos said the cooperative work under the agreement would be 

supported by government, industry, and standards and research organisations 

within both countries.  

 

“I am particularly pleased that the agreement has a strong focus on supporting 

SMEs in both countries to seize the opportunities offered by Industry 4.0 including 

through access to a network of test labs. I would like to thank Mr Jeff Connolly, 

Chair of the Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce and the Taskforce members for 

their efforts to date,” Senator Sinodinos said. 

 

“This agreement formalizes the important work we are already doing between 

Australia and Germany around the future of manufacturing,” said Mr Connolly. “The 

Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce brings together a coalition of the willing from 

Australia and Germany.” 

 

To capture those benefits, the partnership will focus on bringing consistency to open 

international standards, helping SMEs transform their businesses, cyber security, 

workforce planning, education and training. 

 

Plattform Industrie 4.0 (Germany) and the Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce 

(Australia) have agreed to cooperate across five work streams, representing key 

challenges in the transition to Industry 4.0: 

 reference architectures, standards and norms; 

 support for small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs); 

 Industry 4.0-Testlabs; 

 security of networked systems; and, 

 work, education and training.  

The agreement fulfils a recommendation by the Australia-Germany Advisory Group 

relating to collaboration to increase leadership on digital transformation, including 



the development of global Industry 4.0 standards. The agreement also forms part of 

the broader cooperation between Australia and Germany on science and innovation. 

 

Taskforce Steering Committee member Dr Jens Goennemann and also CEO of the 

Advanced Manufacturing Growth Centre said: 

 

“I am delighted about another milestone in relation to the two countries. Germany is 

a manufacturing powerhouse and this agreement firms Australia’s position in the 

front seat of the transformation. 

 

“We see that Australia has the capacity to build its strength and capability in the 

area of advanced manufacturing. Globalisation and digitalisation provide 

opportunities for Australian companies like never before. However, our success is 

subject to our ability to build collaborative relationships with international partners 

such as Germany who are setting the benchmark." 
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Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology powerhouse that has stood for engineering excellence, 

innovation, quality, reliability and internationality for more than 165 years. The company is active in more than 200 

countries, focusing on the areas of electrification, automation and digitalization. One of the world's largest producers 

of energy-efficient, resource-saving technologies, Siemens is a leading supplier of efficient power generation and 

power transmission solutions and a pioneer in infrastructure solutions as well as automation, drive and software 

solutions for industry. The company is also a leading provider of medical imaging equipment – such as computed 

tomography and magnetic resonance imaging systems – and a leader in laboratory diagnostics as well as clinical IT. 

In fiscal 2016, which ended on September 30, 2016, Siemens generated revenue of €79.6 billion and net income of 

€5.6 billion. At the end of September 2016, the company had around 351,000 employees worldwide. Further 

information is available on the Internet at www.siemens.com.  
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