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Parties sign a memorandum of understanding that
builds on existing partnership

The British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT) and
Siemens Canada have entered into a new long-term
collaborative relationship with the signing of a
memorandum of understanding (MOU). The agreement
focuses on research and commercialization
opportunities on smart grid cybersecurity and
microgrids, identifying and pursuing application of new
technologies in these growing markets. The MOU
signing took place as part of a best-practice sharing

session and campus tour attended by BCIT and Siemens executives and stakeholders.

Recent shifts in the energy landscape in Canada, including the advancement of technologies
and connectivity of electrical networks, have opened utilities to the possibility of attacks —
compromising the integrity, reliability, and security of these networks. Cybersecurity is a
critical and mandatory issue for grid operators today – as the grid becomes more digital, it
also becomes more vulnerable to cyber attacks. Per the MOU, Siemens and BCIT’s Centre
for Applied Research and Innovation (CARI) SMART group will enable knowledge-sharing
and training to address gaps in Canada’s critical public utilities infrastructure.

Siemens and BCIT will also focus on the emerging area of smart microgrids, specifically the
development of technologies, components, and solutions for cost-effective and
environmentally responsible electrification in Canada and around the world. How microgrid
solutions can address the topics of energy reliability, sustainability, resiliency, or economy will
also be explored.

“With energy being one of the world’s most challenging problems, Siemens and BCIT have
been collaborating and leading innovation in this field for many years,” said BCIT President
Kathy Kinloch. “Our partnership has been very productive and with the signing of this MOU, I
am excited to continue working together to develop the effective operation and security for
microgrids through solution based research.”

BCIT and Siemens have an existing and long-standing relationship as partners in previous
smart grid projects including BCIT’s Smart Grid Laboratory Project, as well as the BCIT
Energy OASIS Microgrid Project – the first campus-wide microgrid project in Canada.
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 “Our energy systems are becoming increasingly complex with rapidly changing technology –
the challenges and opportunities presented by smart grids, distributed energy resources and
solutions such as microgrids underline the importance of the focus topics being pursued under
this MOU,” stated Faisal Kazi, Senior Vice President, Energy Management for Siemens
Canada. “We look forward to further collaboration with BCIT, utilizing our strong relationship
and combined expertise to explore opportunities towards the future of energy in Canada.”

Siemens is a trusted partner worldwide for the development and extension of an efficient and
reliable power infrastructure by providing products, systems, solutions, and services for
economical, reliable, and intelligent transmission and distribution.

“Globally, Siemens is at the forefront of cybersecurity and microgrid solutions with a number of
impressive solutions implemented and installed around the world. The microgrid solution
jointly developed by Siemens & BCIT is a strong reference solution not only for Canada but
around the world,” said Dr. Michael Weinhold, Global Chief Technology Officer, Energy
Management, Siemens AG. 

About Siemens Canada   
For more than 100 years Siemens Canada has stood for engineering excellence, innovation,
quality and reliability. Siemens technology in the fields of electrification, automation and
digitalization helps make real what matters to Canadians. From the Atlantic to Pacific oceans,
more than 4,800 employees in Canada work together to deliver solutions for sustainable
energy, intelligent infrastructure, healthcare, and the future of manufacturing. One of the
world's largest producers of energy-efficient, resource-saving technologies, Siemens is a
leading supplier of gas and steam turbines for power generation, a major provider of power
transmission solutions and a pioneer in infrastructure solutions and automation, drive and
software solutions for industry. The company is also a foremost provider of medical imaging
equipment and a leader in laboratory diagnostics. Sales for Siemens Canada in fiscal 2015
(ended September 30), were $3.0 billion CAD. The company has 46 offices and 15 production
facilities across Canada.  

About BCIT 
For over 50 years, the British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT) has been the leader
among Canadian post-secondary institutions. BCIT is one of British Columbia’s largest post-
secondary institutes, with five campuses educating more than 48,000 students in over 300
applied, hands-on programs each year. Learn more at www.bcit.ca.
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