
n towns and cities across the UK, the 

management and control of air quality is high 

on the agenda of councils and metropolitan 

authorities. Nowhere is the situation more 

acute than in London, where, in 2016, 443 

schools across the city exceeded the legal air-pollution limits, 

according to figures released by the mayor. 

In addition to the recent introduction of the Ultra-Low 

Emission Zone in the city, local authorities across London  

are responding to the issue of poor air quality around  

affected schools with a range of targeted solutions. As well  

as directly addressing the issue of air quality, the councils  

also aim to encourage the use of healthy and sustainable 

travel options – particularly prioritising walking, cycling and 

public transport – as well as improving the safety of road-

users and pedestrians. 

Top marks
In Croydon, a digital-enforcement scheme using automatic 

number plate recognition (ANPR) technology has been 

developed to restrict parking and create safe pedestrian 

zones outside three schools during the morning and afternoon 

school runs. This solution, developed by Siemens Mobility, 

operates automatically, with the company’s LaneWatch 

unattended enforcement cameras monitoring vehicles at each 

entry point during specific times. 

Each camera is configured to monitor vehicular access to 

the restricted areas for specified hours and minutes as part of 

I
a seven-day configurable schedule of enforcement. Using any 

number of permitted vehicle lists – each with the capacity to 

maintain tens of thousands of registrations, so that exempted 

vehicles, such as those belonging to residents, can still use the 

areas during the restricted times – the system can accurately 

identify potential contraventions as they happen. 

‘As well as delivering the ultra-low emission zone  

across London, we are also working with local authorities to 

develop solutions that meet their individual needs and fit their 

specific business cases,’ says Wilke Reints, intelligent traffic 

systems managing director for Siemens Mobility. ‘Our proven 

systems are simple to deploy and future-proof. They not only 

help to reduce pollution around schools, but also improve the 

health and safety of children and adults, as well as reducing 

the problems that arise for local residents and other road-

users when kerbs and yellow lines are obstructed during 

school runs.’

As these new solutions make journey times more 

predictable, councils are already reporting that fewer children 

are being driven to school; almost two-thirds of pupils at one 

of the Croydon schools are now walking, cycling or scooting 

to school, compared with barely half before the scheme was 

introduced. The incidence of pupil lateness has also fallen. 

School safety
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Hands up
for clean        air

Noel Frost, head of 
enforcement at Siemens 
Mobility, explains how 
camera-led enforcement is 
helping to improve air quality 
around schools

“As well as directly addressing  
the issue of air quality, the 
councils also aim to encourage  
the use of healthy and sustainable 
travel options”

Clean air zones can transform your city centre into an attractive, 
greener space for healthier and happier citizens. But finding ways 
to hit low emissions targets can be tough. Every city has its own 
unique challenges.
 
Make your infrastructure intelligent. Choose a partner with the 
right credentials and expertise. Our end-to-end, proven solutions 
are already making a real difference, reducing congestion and 
improving the air we breathe and the lives of city dwellers.

Make now the time. Talk to us. Transform your city.

www.siemens.co.uk/green-revolution

Enhance city life
Cities across the UK are joining the 
green revolution. Will yours be next?
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