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Press  

 Erlangen (Germany), July 15, 2021 

 

eBus charging solution from Siemens paves 
way for climate-neutral bus transport in Zurich 
 

• Project helps Zurich’s public transport authority convert its bus fleet to 

electric drives 

• Delivery of 45 charging stations for Hardau bus garage 

• Charging cables routed through the hall ceiling allows for clear 

passageways 

 

Siemens has been awarded a contract from the Zurich Public Transport Authority 

(VBZ) to supply, install and commission 45 eBus charging stations, type Sicharge 

UC. The charging infrastructure will be installed at the Hardau bus garage, where 45 

new eBuses will be supplied with power in the future. The installation is scheduled to 

go into operation in early 2022. 

 

The City of Zurich has set itself the goal to bring direct greenhouse gas emissions in 

the metropolitan area to net zero by 2040. By 2030, it already wants to achieve a 

reduction of at least 50 percent compared to 1990 levels. “With our strategy eBus 

VBZ, we want to contribute to this goal and convert most of our bus operations to 

electric, emission-free drives by 2030,” said Christoph Rütimann, Vice Director / 

Head of Technology at VBZ. “In order to retrofit our existing garages for eBus 

operation as easily as possible, it was important for us to find a charging 

infrastructure that offered flexible integration. The charging solution from Siemens 

are exactly what we were looking for.” 

 

The bus garage will be equipped with 45 Sicharge UC charging stations, 30 with a 

charging capacity of 100 kW and 15 with 150 kW. The vehicles will primarily be 

charged via charging cables and connectors (CCS standard) during nighttime 

breaks. “What makes the VBZ solution so special is the way the charging cables are 

routed through the ceiling,” said Birgit Dargel, Global Head of Future Grids at 
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Siemens Smart Infrastructure. “Existing garages are often not designed to be 

equipped with charging infrastructure, and it’s important not to disturb ongoing 

operations when installing the necessary equipment. We will install a corresponding 

cable suspension system, which is also very low-maintenance compared to other 

common cable drums. As a result, the passageways will remain clear and entering 

and exiting vehicles will not be impeded.” 

 

Just recently, Siemens was awarded a contract for another Swiss eBus charging 

infrastructure project by the public transport authority in Bern. This project includes 

fast charging units at three terminal stations as well as charging infrastructure for the 

Eigerplatz bus depot. To optimize operations, a cloud-based depot management 

solution from Siemens will be used as software-as-a-service. 

 

 

This press release and press pictures are available at  

https://sie.ag/3qSPkW7 

 

For further information on Siemens Smart Infrastructure, please see 

www.siemens.com/smartinfrastructure  

 

For further information on Sicharge UC, please see 

www.siemens.com/sichargeuc  

 

 

 

Contact for journalists 

Anna Korb 

Phone: +49 9131 173 663 7; E-mail: anna.korb@siemens.com  

 

Join our Siemens Smart Infrastructure – Global Media Community on LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8871338/  
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Siemens Smart Infrastructure (SI) is shaping the market for intelligent, adaptive infrastructure for today and the 

future. It addresses the pressing challenges of urbanization and climate change by connecting energy systems, 

buildings and industries. SI provides customers with a comprehensive end-to-end portfolio from a single source – 

with products, systems, solutions and services from the point of power generation all the way to consumption. With 

an increasingly digitalized ecosystem, it helps customers thrive and communities progress while contributing toward 

protecting the planet. SI creates environments that care. Siemens Smart Infrastructure has its global headquarters 

in Zug, Switzerland. As of September 30, 2020, the business had around 69,600 employees worldwide. 

 

Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a technology company focused on industry, infrastructure, transport, and 

healthcare. From more resource-efficient factories, resilient supply chains, and smarter buildings and grids, to 

cleaner and more comfortable transportation as well as advanced healthcare, the company creates technology with 

purpose adding real value for customers. By combining the real and the digital worlds, Siemens empowers its 

customers to transform their industries and markets, to transform the everyday for billions of people. Siemens also 

owns a majority stake in the publicly listed company Siemens Healthineers, a globally leading medical technology 

provider shaping the future of healthcare. In addition, Siemens holds a minority stake in Siemens Energy, a global 

leader in the transmission and generation of electrical power. 

In fiscal 2020, which ended on September 30, 2020, the Siemens Group generated revenue of €55.3 billion and net 

income of €4.2 billion. As of September 30, 2020, the company had around 293,000 employees worldwide. Further 

information is available on the Internet at www.siemens.com.  

http://www.siemens.com/

