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Siemens unveils breakthrough in automation 
technology with new Simatic Workstation 
 

• Workstation provides with software-defined automation unprecedented control 

over factory automation and security 

• At Automate 2024, Siemens highlights how co-creator Ford Motor Company 

will be the first customer to deploy and scale this technology in its 

manufacturing operations 

 

Siemens, a leading technology company, today announced a breakthrough in the 

longstanding challenge of closely managing numerous hardware control points 

throughout the factory. The solution is the new Siemens Simatic Automation 

Workstation, which allows manufacturers to replace a hardware PLC, a conventional 

HMI and an edge device with a single, software-based workstation. This ushers in 

Internet Technology (IT) workflows to Operational Technology (OT) environments. 

 

PLCs are often referred to as the brains behind factories, energy grids, office buildings, 

and trains. Hundreds, even thousands, of these boxes can be found throughout plants, 

each one requiring extensive programming to keep it current, secure and aligned with 

the other PLCs in the environment. On the contrary, every Siemens Simatic 

Workstation can be viewed and managed from a central point. Since programming, 

updates and patches can be deployed to the entire fleet in parallel, the shop floor 

remains in synch. One example of the value this brings occurs when a facility needs to 

ramp up or down quickly in response to fluctuating demand. The manufacturer is no 

longer tied to boxes on the floor and can quickly deploy programming adapted to the 

current demand scenario. 
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The Siemens Simatic Workstation is an on-premise OT device that utilizes Siemens 

industrial edge technology to allow for high data throughput with the low latency 

needed to allow manufacturers to run an expanded variety of modular applications. 

This applies not only to traditional automation tasks like motion control, sequencing, 

and safety, but it becomes the platform for future, novel automation tasks that 

incorporate industrial AI-in-the-control-loop, such as visual inspection and robotic 

grasping and placing. 

 

“In times of volatility in demand and supply, manufacturers can no longer be tied to 

boxes on the floor that need to be individually – and manually – updated. Centralized 

management is the best option for increasing visibility and security for manufacturers 

managing a high number of automation control points,” said Del Costy, President and 

Managing Director of Siemens Digital Industries, USA. “This makes automation highly 

scalable and changes the game for how factories can be managed. We have arrived at 

a moment where we are only limited by our imaginations.” 

 

The initial deployment of Simatic Workstations will be deployed across a number of 

Ford Motor Company’s manufacturing facilities. 

 

The Simatic Workstation is the newest addition to the digital business platform 

Siemens Xcelerator and will be adapted to serve other industries and customers. 

 

 

This press release is available at https://sie.ag/6Cv2X5 

 

Find here further information on Siemens at Automate 2024. 
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Follow us on our social media channels 

Blog: blog.siemens.com 

X: twitter.com/SiemensIndustry 

 

Siemens Digital Industries (DI) is an innovation leader in automation and digitalization. Closely collaborating with 

partners and customers, DI drives the digital transformation in the process and discrete industries. With its Digital 

Enterprise portfolio, DI provides companies of all sizes with an end-to-end set of products, solutions and services to 

integrate and digitalize the entire value chain. Optimized for the specific needs of each industry, DI’s unique portfolio 

supports customers to achieve greater productivity and flexibility. DI is constantly adding innovations to its portfolio to 

integrate cutting-edge future technologies. Siemens Digital Industries has its global headquarters in Nuremberg, 

Germany, and has around 72,000 employees internationally. 

 

Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a leading technology company focused on industry, infrastructure, transport, and 

healthcare. From more resource-efficient factories, resilient supply chains, and smarter buildings and grids, to cleaner 

and more comfortable transportation as well as advanced healthcare, the company creates technology with purpose 

adding real value for customers. By combining the real and the digital worlds, Siemens empowers its customers to 

transform their industries and markets, helping them to transform the everyday for billions of people. Siemens also owns 

a majority stake in the publicly listed company Siemens Healthineers, a globally leading medical technology provider 

shaping the future of healthcare. 

In fiscal 2023, which ended on September 30, 2023, the Siemens Group generated revenue of €77.8 billion and net 

income of €8.5 billion. As of September 30, 2023, the company employed around 320,000 people worldwide. Further 

information is available on the Internet at www.siemens.com. 
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