
Page 1/2 

Press 
Siemens Mobility GmbH Munich, February 5, 2019 

Houston, Texas orders 14 light rail vehicles to 
meet future ridership needs 

• S70 low-floor light rail vehicles

• After delivery, Houston will have 51 Siemens Mobility vehicles

Siemens Mobility has been awarded a contract from the Metropolitan Transit 

Authority of Harris County (METRO) for 14 light rail vehicles that will operate in 

Houston, Texas. This marks Houston METRO’s third order for Siemens Mobility 

vehicles, which will bring the total number in Houston to 51. The S70 low-floor light 

rail vehicles will supplement the vehicles currently servicing the city’s three light-rail 

lines, which account for nearly two million trips per month. This will ensure the 

system’s reliability, efficiency and passenger experience.  

“We’re proud to support Houston’s METRO since 2004 as they deliver 

environmentally-friendly and efficient transportation options to one of the largest 

cities in the U.S.  With a growing population, it’s important to constantly improve 

availability and passenger experience and we’re confident that our light rail vehicles 

will support the city’s expansion and sustainability goals,” said Sabrina Soussan, 

CEO of Siemens Mobility. 

The S70 will have a new and improved modern design, with a centralized low-floor 

configuration offering full low-floor access between all doors along the length of the 

vehicle, allowing for more accessibility, particularly for wheelchairs and strollers. It 

widens aisles, which will optimize passenger flow throughout the vehicles. In 

addition, drivers will experience an increased field of vision on the sides of the 

vehicles. These features improve safety and efficiency, making it one of the most 

accessible vehicles of its kind in the market today.    
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Houston was the first to select the S70 low-floor vehicle design, which was 

successfully inaugurated on its first 12-mile line in January 2004, on time to 

transport more than 64,000 fans to and from Super Bowl XXXVIII.  Since then, more 

than 600 S70 vehicles have been ordered by 11 cities throughout the U.S. 

  

The light rail vehicles will be Buy America-compliant and built by the more than 1300 

employees at Siemens Mobility’s solar-powered manufacturing facility in 

Sacramento, CA. In the U.S., Siemens Mobility provides rail vehicles, locomotives, 

components and systems to more than 30 agencies in cities such as Washington 

D.C., New York, Boston, Seattle, Philadelphia, Denver, Salt Lake City, Minneapolis, 

Houston, Portland, Sacramento, San Diego, St. Louis, Atlanta and Charlotte. 

 

This press release and a press picture are available at 

www.siemens.com/press/PR2019020146MOEN 

 

Contact for journalists 

Kara Evanko 

Phone: +1 202 285 3072; E-Mail: kara.evanko@siemens.com 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/SiemensMobility 

 

For further information about Siemens Mobility GmbH, please see: 

www.siemens.com/mobility 

 
Siemens Mobility is a separately managed company of Siemens AG. As a leader in transport solutions for more 

than 160 years, Siemens Mobility is constantly innovating its portfolio in its core areas of rolling stock, rail 

automation and electrification, turnkey systems, intelligent traffic systems as well as related services. With 

digitalization, Siemens Mobility is enabling mobility operators worldwide to make infrastructure intelligent, increase 

value sustainably over the entire lifecycle, enhance passenger experience and guarantee availability. In fiscal year 

2018, which ended on September 30, 2018, the former Siemens Mobility Division posted revenue of €8.8billion and 

had around 28,400 employees worldwide. Further information is available at: www.siemens.com/mobility. 
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