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Press 
Erlangen (Germany), June 16, 2020 

Electric buses in Leipzig to use Siemens 
infrastructure for charging  

• Systems for charging at the depot and on-route

• Charging via on-board pantograph and contact hood with 100 and 450

kilowatts

• Integrated medium-voltage connection for space-saving installation

Siemens Smart Infrastructure will provide the charging infrastructure for 21 fully 

electric low-floor buses in Leipzig. VDL Bus & Coach received the associated 

contract from the Leipziger Verkehrsbetriebe (LVB) GmbH, the public transport 

operator in Leipzig. The charging systems from Siemens will supply electrical 

energy to VDL buses on lines 74, 76 and 89 as well as at the Lindenau bus depot 

and are scheduled to go into operation in 2021. The electrification of local public 

transport is a major lever for sustainable urban planning. With its Mobility Strategy 

2030, also the City of Leipzig aims to develop environmentally-friendly transport 

systems.  

“Switching to electric bus transport requires not only the vehicles but also an 

efficient charging infrastructure that guarantees reliable operation. We are pleased 

to have Siemens with its widely diversified portfolio and expertise as our partner in 

this project,” said Boris Höltermann, Managing Director of VDL Bus & Coach 

Germany. 

Siemens will deliver systems for charging the 21 electric buses along the routes as 

well as in the depot. Four terminal stations will be equipped with a total of five 

Sicharge UC 600 fast-charging units with an effective power of 450 kilowatts (kW) 

for opportunity charging. The medium-voltage connection, the transformer as well as 

the low-voltage power distribution will be integrated into the charging stations to 

facilitate the hook-up to the local power grid. This compact design of the charging 

stations allows for space-saving installation. At the depot, buses will be charged 
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primarily overnight or during other operational breaks using 21 Sicharge UC 100 

charging units with charging power of up to 100 kW.  

In both systems the connection is realized via contact hoods. This means: Like a 

streetcar, the buses will be equipped with a pantograph that is moved bottom-up for 

charging. The vehicle charges automatically via the contact rails mounted in the 

hood. 

 

“I’m confident that, together with VDL and the Leipzig transport operator LVB, we 

will make the transition to electric buses with ease,” said Jean-Christoph Heyne, 

Head of Future Grids at Siemens Smart Infrastructure. “eBus depots will play a 

particularly important role in the cities of the future. During the planning stage, it is 

important to design the overall system according to the customer’s individual needs, 

including power supply, charging technology and control of the charging processes. 

This requires the best possible combination of the energy, mobility, and building 

worlds.” 

 

This press release as well as press photos can be found at 

https://sie.ag/3enoFcB  

 

For more information about Siemens Smart Infrastructure, see 

www.siemens.com/smart-infrastructure 

 

For more information about the Sicharge UC charging system, please visit   

www.siemens.com/sichargeuc  
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Anna Korb 

Phone: +49 9131 173 663 7; E-mail: anna.korb@siemens.com  
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Siemens Smart Infrastructure (SI) is shaping the market for intelligent, adaptive infrastructure for today and the future. It 

addresses the pressing challenges of urbanization and climate change by connecting energy systems, buildings and 

industries. SI provides customers with a comprehensive end-to-end portfolio from a single source – with products, systems, 

solutions and services from the point of power generation all the way to consumption. With an increasingly digitalized 

ecosystem, it helps customers thrive and communities progress while contributing toward protecting the planet. SI creates 

environments that care. Siemens Smart Infrastructure has its global headquarters in Zug, Switzerland, and has around 

72,000 employees worldwide. 

 

Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology powerhouse that has stood for engineering excellence, innovation, 

quality, reliability and internationality for more than 170 years. The company is active around the globe, focusing on the 

areas of intelligent infrastructure for buildings and distributed energy systems, and automation and digitalization in the 

process and manufacturing industries. Through the separately managed companies Siemens Energy, the global energy 

business of Siemens, and Siemens Mobility, a leading supplier of smart mobility solutions for rail and road transport, 

Siemens is shaping the energy systems of today and tomorrow as well as the world market for passenger and freight 

services. Due to its majority stakes in the publicly listed companies Siemens Healthineers AG and Siemens Gamesa 

Renewable Energy (as part of Siemens Energy), Siemens is also a world-leading supplier of medical technology and digital 

healthcare services as well as environmentally friendly solutions for onshore and offshore wind power generation. In fiscal 

2019, which ended on September 30, 2019, Siemens generated revenue of €86.8 billion and net income of €5.6 billion. At 

the end of September 2019, the company had around 385,000 employees worldwide. Further information is available on the 

Internet www.siemens.com. 

http://www.siemens.com/



